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We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to readers of
the newsletter for your strong support since the initial issue of
CSOAC last month. Also apologies for not being able to
responding timely to you due to technical problems. In this
second issue, we continue to share with you several papers on
China’s overseas cooperation, which shed lights on the micro-
level of stories of China’s overseas agricultural cooperation
(COAC) and may challenge the current on-going stereotype of
COAC internationally, e.g., the state control of its overseas
subsidiary, the social enclaves of Chinese overseas managers,
land grabbing, as well as ‘new colonialism’. Some of the papers
also reveal variegated perceptions of local governments, NGOs,
and communities in African countries, along with differentiated
roles played by local actors in shaping the cooperation, and thus
bringing different impacts. With the deconstruction of a unitary
statement on China ° s overseas actors, researchers are
expected to move beyond a simply ‘good’ or ‘bad’ dichotomy for
their arguments, and discover more dynamic and diversified
pictures.
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Would you like to keep yourself posted
about the research updates on China’s
overseas agricultural cooperation? Please join
us. We are initiating the first informal
intellectual network specifically on China’s
agricultural overseas investment, aid and
trade by releasing a monthly newsletter on
published abstracts and the latest news. This
aims to facilitate communication and
cooperation, improve understandings of
these topics among young Chinese scholars,
and contribute to sustainable Chinese
agricultural cooperation overseas.
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1. Xiaoyun Li, Dan Banik, Lixia Tang and Jin Wu*,(2014),’ Difference or Indifference: China's Development
Assistance Unpacked’, IDS Bulletin ,Volume 45, Issue 4,July, pages 22-35.
Link:http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1759-5436.12090/abstract

Abstract

This article aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the nature of foreign aid policies implemented by China
and help facilitate a new set of dialogues between China and more established providers of aid. The empirical
basis for this article is largely derived from field studies undertaken in Malawi, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. We
argue that although centrally controlled, Chinese aid has been consistently developmental, reflecting both

the country’s own development path and, to a lesser extent, international developmental goals.

2. Xiuli Xu, Gubo Qi and Xiaoyun Li*,(2014),” Business Borderlands: China's Overseas State
Agribusiness’, IDS Bulletin,Volume 45, Issue 4, July, pages: 114-124.
Link: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1759-5436.12097/abstract

Abstract

In the context of widespread interests in China’s agro-state-owned enterprises (SOEs), this article starts
demystifying four narratives prevailing internationally. In this intellectual landscape, the article coins an innovative
approach, ‘farm as business borderland’ to investigate an agro-SOE in Tanzania. Based on the ethnographic
case study, the article presents the tensions arising between the case farm and its Beijing headquarters on the
one hand, and between Chinese managers and local stakeholders on the other.

3. Johan Lagerkvist (2014) As China Returns: Perceptions of Land Grabbing and Spatial Power Relations
in Mozambique, Journal of Asian and African Studies, June, Vol. 49 No.3. Pages:251-266.
Link: http://jas.sagepub.com/content/49/3/251.abstract

Abstract

This article investigates how perceptions of China in Mozambican civil society are affected by entrepreneurial
activity and bilateral cooperation between China and Mozambique — real, imagined, visible and legal as well as
clandestine and illegal in the agricultural and forestry sectors. The research problem concerns how discourse on
Chinese investors is formed in Mozambique. Two questions are posed. How does Mozambican civil society
perceive their room to maneuver at a time of Chinese growing economic interest and ‘return’ to Africa? What
views exist on the policy space for the national government?

4. Tang Xiaoyang (2014) The Impact of Asian Investment on Africa’ s Textile Industries, Website of The
Carnegie - Tsinghua Center for Global Policy , 27 Aug.
Link: http://carnegietsinghua.org/2014/08/05/impact-of-asian-investment-on-africa-s-textile-industries/hjwx#

Abstract

Asian investors’ impact on Africa’s cotton, textile, and apparel sectors may have profound consequences for the
continent’s industrialization and development. As southeast African countries seek to industrialize and build
indigenous cotton-textile-apparel value chains, the interactions between Asian—particularly Chinese—investors
and African companies become more and more complex. Indeed, Asian investors present both a challenge to
and an opportunity for local industries, and southeast African countries need a clear vision and tailored policies to
make the most of the opportunities.

5. Guo Chatelard, S.,(2014), ‘Chinese agricultural investments in Zambia’, GREAT Insights, Volume 3,
Issue 4.
Link: http://ecdpm.org/great-insights/emerging-economies-and-africa/chinese-agricultural-investments-zambia/

Abstract

Most analyses of Chinese agricultural engagement in Africa focus either on what China expects to get out of
these partnerships or the impacts that Chinese agricultural aid and investment have on host societies and local
communities. Few reports examine what Chinese actors are actually doing — or not doing — differently on the
ground.



http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/idsb.2014.45.issue-4/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1759-5436.12090/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1759-5436.12097/abstract
http://jas.sagepub.com/search?author1=Johan+Lagerkvist&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
http://jas.sagepub.com/content/49/3/251.abstract
http://carnegietsinghua.org/2014/08/05/impact-of-asian-investment-on-africa-s-textile-industries/hjwx%23
http://ecdpm.org/great-insights/emerging-economies-and-africa/chinese-agricultural-investments-zambia/

6. tRE4KUE, BVLH, BKE, (2014),° FEXSEMRLRBELE , (AR 2014 ££55 6 3
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1.What China's shift away from self-sufficiency means for African agriculture
Link:https://www.devex.com/news/what-china-s-shift-away-from-self-sufficiency-means-for-african-agriculture-
83899

Abstract

This year, China’s leaders have proclaimed the end to grain self-sufficiency as a policy due to an increasing
national demand for livestock food. we are witnessing an upward trend in China’s overseas investment in the
consumer sector, mainly due to the country’s hunger among its growing middle class for a more affluent diet.

2.Chinese enterprise helps resolve Mozambique's food crisis
Link:http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/xinhua-news-agency/140524/feature-chinese-enterprise-helps-
resolve-mozambiques-food-cr

Abstract

In recent years, an increasing number of Chinese agricultural enterprises are seeking broader development
overseas, with some of them figuring their way into Mozambique, where their hard work and the experience of
feeding Chinese people are assisting locals in achieving self-sufficiency in food.

3.Maldives signs an agreement on Agricultural Research Project Cooperation with China
Link:http://www.miadhu.com/2014/04/local-news/maldives-signs-an-agreement-on-agricultural-research-project-
cooperation-with-china/
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Abstract

The Government of the Republic of Maldives and the Government of China, with a view to further developing
friendly and cooperative relations signed the “Agreement on Agricultural Research Project Cooperation” at the
ceremony held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs today. Under the terms of the Agreement the Government of
China shall extend to the Government of Maldives, a grant aid of One Million Yuan).
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