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We wish all of our colleagues in the network a pleasant and fruitful
2015. Though with difficulties, totally six issues of CSOAC have been
released to date. We appreciate your consistent concerns and
contributions. We also hope to receive more news, comments and
suggestions from you in the coming year. We plan to convene an annual
seminar after all the twelve issues are released. If possible, we also
consider publishing a special issue with a journal, or compiling a
conference proceedings . Let’s look forward to that. 2014 is bound to be a
significant year with special meanings, especially for China’s “going out”
strategy and practices. Some commentators even label it as the First Year
of China’s FDI when considering its enormous volume, the Belt and Road
Initiative and the relevant policies, funds, banks and other initiatives
established in this very year. China’s overseas aid and investment
landscape which connects dots to form lines and then to masses gradually
comes up to the surface. Nevertheless, what implications these efforts
indicate to policies, practices, and research on China’s overseas
agricultural international cooperation remains unclear. The CSOAC
initiative itself has constructed a platform to facilitate the academic
inquiry of this process. This edition provides five published articles
respectively on China’s training program for the African project delegates,
the history and trends of global agricultural aid to Africa, China’s
agricultural aid governance in evolution, etc. The contents range from an
inquiry into African seed industry development status quo and
corresponding investment tactics to Wanbao’s innovative engagement in
Mozambique, with both subject to heated debates currently.
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Would you like to keep yourself
posted about the research updates
on China’s overseas agricultural
cooperation? Please join us. We are
initiating  the  first  informal
intellectual network specifically on
China’s agricultural overseas
investment, aid and trade by
releasing a monthly newsletter on
published abstracts and the latest
news. This aims to facilitate
communication and cooperation,
improve understandings of these

topics among young Chinese
scholars, and contribute to
sustainable overseas Chinese

agricultural cooperation.
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1. Henry Tugendhat (2014), Chinese training courses for African officials: a “win-win” engagement?
SAIS-CARI Policy Brief, 2014.No.3
Link:_https://saiscari.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/sais-cari-brief-3-2014-tugendhat.pdf

Abstract

As part of its growing engagement in Africa, China has become one of the world’s largest providers of short-term
agricultural training courses. China’s training course model differs from most other traditional donors in that it
almost exclusively targets government officials. These courses aim to facilitate the transfer of knowledge and
technology, increase trade opportunities, foster stronger political and economic relationships, and present a
positive image of China. The courses appear to be achieving these goals, with different benefits for both sides.

2. Peter Quartey(2014), How do we increase the share of aid to agriculture in Africa? WIDER Working
Paper, 2014,022
Link:https://www.econbiz.de/Record/how-do-we-increase-the-share-of-aid-to-agriculture-in-africa-quartey-peter/10010343243

Abstract

Any policy initiative targeted towards poverty reduction in Africa should consider the agricultural sector as the
major priority area. Unfortunately, the sector faces a myriad of challenges and prominent among them is the
issue of finance. Although some significant amounts of agricultural finance has come from official development
assistance (ODA), private capital flows, and private philanthropy, it has been argued that the scale has not been
adequate to transform the sector into a modern and highly productive sector. Using secondary data and
country-case studies from Africa, the study investigates why aid to agriculture has been low, and how the share
of ODA to agriculture can be improved.
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9. In step with the growth of Africa
Link : http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/business/n/2014/1125/c90778-8813464.html

Abstract:

China-Africa Development Fund has played a significant role in enhancing China's image on the continent. In
the agricultural sector, it facilitated to set up seven cotton ginneries, two oil-pressing factories and a cottonseed
processing plant in Africa involving more than 200,000 farm households.

10. PKU Conference on Agricultural international cooperation in Africa
Link : http://www.pambazuka.net/en/category/features/93596

Abstract:

This news provides summaries of the 6 topics discussed in a two-day conference about Chinese agricultural
engagements in Africa hosted by the Peking University this October: (1) “Africa’s Rise and Agricultural
Development”, (2) “Africa’s Agricultural Development and International Cooperation”, (3)“African Endogenous
Agro Development”®, (4) “Land Grab and FDI in Agriculture from Different Countries”, (5) “Opportunities and
Challenges Brought by International Stakeholders” and (6) “How to Measure Impacts? Perspectives of Inclusive
Growth and Sustainable Development”.
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