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The CAAC activities have been in full swing since the beginning of
2015. This issue provides you nine published articles both in English and
Chinese. Among them, the English literature covers issues such as the
significance of African agricultural development in reducing labor costs and
ultimately in transferring China’s production capacity to African countries,
the foresight of the upcoming 6th ministerial meeting of FOCAC on whether
China’s priorities might be shifting, and how African countries are
strengthening their voices in the conversation. Additionally, both two
SAIS-CARI Policy Briefs tell the micro-level stories particularly about
Chinese private investors who have been long-time neglected from the
conventional research focuses and are more diversified, fluid, informal and
free of policy regulations than the official narratives on China-Africa
relations. They are, on one hand, divergent from the macro-level
discourses, and on the other hand are shaping the latter. Chinese literature
keeps its broad concerns on pros and cons of Chinese agricultural experts
dispatched to African countries, Agricultural Technology Demonstration
Center (ATDC), and relationship between aid and investment. In this issue
there are papers that looks into macro-level agricultural cooperation
strategies both between China and Africa, and between China and Brazil.
On the latest news, we take stock of the themes arise in 2014 that attract
academic attention, and we notice that agriculture will continue to be one
priority area for China-Africa cooperation in 2015. Finally one of our
observations is that mixed perceptions on the popular Belt and Road
Initiative will open debates on the national strategy and thus be conducive
to rationalize the decision making process.
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Would you like to keep yourself
posted about the research updates on
China’s overseas agricultural
cooperation? Please join us. We are
initiating the first informal intellectual
network specifically on China’s
agricultural overseas investment, aid
and trade by releasing a monthly
newsletter on published abstracts and
the latest news. This aims to facilitate
communication and cooperation,
improve understandings of these
topics among young Chinese scholars,

and contribute to sustainable
overseas Chinese agricultural
cooperation.
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1. Yun Sun,(2015), ‘The Sixth Forum on China-Africa Cooperation: New Agenda and New Approach?’,
Africa Growth Initiative
Link:http://www.brookings.edu/“/media/Research/FiIes/Reports/ZO15/01/foresight%ZOafrica/foresight%ZOafrica%ZOfuII%ZOreport%ZOFINAL.pdf#pgge=13

Abstract

The 6th Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) will be held in South Africa in 2015. This will be the fist
FOCAC meeting since President Xi Jinping assumed office in 2013. Yun Sun discusses the evolving China-Africa
relationship, whether China’s priorities might be shifting, and how African countries are strengthening their voices in
the conversation. Expectations are that China will boost its fiancing commitment and development priorities in
Africa at the 6th FOCAC meeting. The outcome will guide China’s Africa policy for the following three years.

2. Solange Guo Chatelard and Jessica M. Chu(2015), Chinese Agricultural Engagements in Zambia: A
Grassroots Analysis, SAIS-CARI Policy Brief, 2015. No.4
Link: https://saiscari.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/sais-cari-brief-4-january-2015.pdf

Abstract

Recent focus on large-scale Chinese investments in African agriculture has fueled popular misperceptions of
Chinese “land grabs” and has overshadowed another unexplored phenomenon: the rise of medium-scale private
Chinese farmers and rural entrepreneurs. Few reports thus far have examined what individual Chinese actors and
investors are actually doing—or not doing—on the ground, or measured the implications of these activities for
agricultural development. By examining the diverse scale and nature of Chinese agricultural investments in
Zambia, and by situating these different forms of engagement within the broader context of the commercialization
of agriculture, a complex picture of overlapping agricultural dynamics and interest is uncovered.

3. Yang Jiao (2015), Chinese Agricultural Entrepreneurship in Africa: Case Studies in Ghana and Nigeria,
SAIS-CARI Policy Brief, 2015. No.5
Link: https://saiscari.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/sais-cari-brief-5-january-2015.pdf

Abstract

Agriculture is an important area of Chinese economic engagement in Africa. Since the 1960s, China has provided
aid, sent experts, and trained African framers. However, there is still little empirical research on recent Chinese
agribusiness investments in Africa. Drawing on case studies of a private Chinese agribusiness enterprise in Ghana
and a Chinese state-owned enterprise in Nigeria, this brief explores the motivation, challenges, and initial social
impact of Chinese agricultural investment in Africa.

4. Katsumi Hirano,(2014), Comment on “Changing China, Changing Africa Future Contours of an Emerging
Relationship” , Asian Economic Policy Review , Volume 9, Issue 2, pages 200-201
Link:http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/aepr.12061/full

Abstract

Sustainable development of manufacturing will be realized based on agricultural development, which has been
lacking in Sub-Saharan Africa. It means that development assistance for food production should be a requisite for
cooperation packages if China wants to shift parts of its manufacturing to Africa.
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1. Ethiopia, China to strengthen cooperation bamboo development state minister
Link: http://www.coastweek.com/3745-agriculture-06.htm

Abstract:

Ethiopia and China are working closely to strengthen and deepen their cooperation on bamboo development, noted
Sileshi Getahun, Ethiopian State Minister of Agriculture. Ethiopia with huge potential of the bamboo natural
resource is keen to learn the experience of China, which has the technology and the knowledge as well as
productive species that can be adaptable in Ethiopia.
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